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Stand Fast In Freedom 


Will a free man argue status with a serf? Will we discuss in the 





| world forum whether life is better in Oregon than in Siberia? Will 
: an honest man argue the validity of private ownership with a gang- 
d, ster? Will Da Vinci argue that his Mona Lisa is better than the 
- finger paintings of a chimpanzee? If a man has liquidated 20 million 
es 
ed : of his own people, shall the rest of humanity seriously consider his 
}- : “concern” for the plight of some far-distant tribe? | 
He Bae Let us look to the improvement of our civil liberties, but let us 
“ stop talking freedom with those who would wipe it from the earth. 
be We have our standards. Let us speak from them, not about them. 
a There are men who would draw us into disgraceful quarrels over 
nly the ideas and virtues that we hold most dear. Let us proclaim those 
ade ideas but not put them up for disputation. The taunts are only traps. 
st? ‘ 
ais If we play their game they have already won. 
md Virtue can never be arbitrated, any more than the Statue of 
Liberty can be painted red. They both stand as they are, or else 
We crash in rubble. Talk is good; counsel and discussion are certainly 
i better than nuclear war; but the things of God must be kept inviolate. 
neir Ek —Decision. 
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Inquiries are coming in about the 
series of sermons on “Last Things” by 
Dr. Strong now running in the Jour- 
nal. These are available in booklet 

me form from the Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, Montgomery, Ala., at 50c a 
copy. 





One of the encouraging signs of the 
times is the increased role of laymen 
in Church affairs. But not everyone is 
happy over the interest which laymen 
are beginning to take in what their 
churches are doing. In one of the bor- 
der synods of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. a strong effort was recently made 
to eliminate the elders from the syn- 
od’s Committee on the Minister and his 
Work. A resolution to this effect was 
supported on the grounds that “the 
elders are busy men.” They are busy 
indeed. And the Church will see bet- 
ter days when they become busier. 










































































Someone has just informed us that 
when UPUSA Stated Clerk Dr. Blake 
returns from Switzerland where he is 
helping break ground for a new head- 
quarters building for the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, he will be greeted with 
the news that a third church has com- 
missioned an artist to depict him in 
stained glass for their sanctuary. He 
is already looking down on congrega- 
tions in Detroit and in Fort Worth, 
our informant tells us. 





















































Closer to home base and with re- 
spect to a matter dear to our hearts, 
we have been told that the enrollment 
at Montreat College (recently declar- 
ed free from debt) for 1961-62 will 
double that of 1960-61. This news will 
be greeted with gladness in many 
places. 













































A few Journal readers may not 
know that a substantial part of this 
ministry is made possible by support- 
ers of special “funds” who underwrite 
projects of special interest. For in- 
stance, contributions to the Missionary 
Fund make possible subscriptions to 
the Journal for every missionary of 
the US Church serving overseas. 
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CONGO—Reports from the Congo 
indicate that many churches in the 
Bulape area are empty, up to 50 per 
cent are without a pastor, and two of 
the Church’s six regional schools are 
closed. 


Bulape is in an area of violent tribal 
fighting in the Kasai Province. But 
work continues at Bulape, where mis- 
sionaries are keeping medical work 
and a pastors’ school open. The Rev. 
Charles Ross, Jr., writes: 


“Yet through all of this tension and 
fighting around us, I have been amaz- 
ed at God’s care and presence here at 
Bulape all this time. We are the only 
place for miles around where members 
of different tribes, which normally hate 
each other, live near each other with- 
out wanting to kill each other. And 
people from all over the area know that 
Bulape has people both from their 
tribes and from their enemies’ tribes. 
They also know why we are all living 
in peace: We are believers in the Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ. What a witness a 
Christian can make now!” 





KOREA—A new student center has 
been opened in the heart of Kwangju 
by Presbyterian, U.S. missionaries. 


For some time missionaries have 
recognized the challenge of the thou- 
sands of students in this city. “This 
year particularly,” Korea missionary 
Miss Sara Barry wrote, “full of revo- 
lutions and demonstrations led by stu- 
dents, has made us more than ever 
aware of the need to reach students 
for Jesus Christ .. .” 


The Mission in April rented an at- 
tractive, new two-story building, lo- 
cated in the downtown area. The up- 
stairs — designed as a pool hall — was 
converted into an apartment and the 
lower floor into a’ student center. Since 
there is no church in the immediate 
area, a new church, being organized 


Seminary Too Liberal Professor|Says, Quits 


‘Christian’ huisnaelinanas 
Wins More Support 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—The 
so-called Christian Amendment to the 
Constitution received further bi-par- 
tisan support here when identical reso- 
lutions proposing it were introduced 
in the House of Representatives by 
Rep. John Dowdy (D.-Tex.) and Rep. 
John Anderson (R.-Ill.). 





Their action raised to seven the 
number of members who have spon- 
sored resolutions proposing the 
amendment in the 87th Congress. 
Previous sponsors included Reps. Eu- 
gene Siler (R.-Ky.), Katherine St. 
George (R.-N.Y.), Clifford McIntire 
(R.-Me.), J. Floyd Breeding (D.- 
Kan.), and O. C. Fisher (D.-Tex.). 


The resolutions have been referred 
to the House Judiciary Committee 
which has not scheduled action on 
them. The amendment has not been 
introduced in the Senate. 


The proposed amendment would 
provide that “this nation devoutly 
recognizes the authority and law of 
Jesus Christ, Saviour and Ruler of 
Nations, through whom are bestowed 
the blessings of Almighty God.” 


It specifies, however, that the 
amendment shall “not be interpreted 
so as to result in the establishment of 
any particular ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion, or in the abridgment of the 
rights of religious freedom, or free- 
dom of speech or press, or of peaceful 
assemblage.” 


Supported by the Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church, the amendment 
would require two-thirds of the vote 
of both houses of Congress to be sub- 
mitted to the states, of which 38 out 
of the 50 would have to vote ratifica- 
tion before it would become part of 
the Constitution. 





with the help of the First Presbyterian 
of Kwangju, began meeting in the 
Center on Sundays. 


—Educational Department 
Board of World Missions. 
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(Editor’s note: Under the above 
headline, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
of June 20 ran a story by William 
Rimmel, from which the following ex- 
tracts are taken.) 


Dr. Addison H. Leitch yesterday 
tendered his resignation as professor 
of systematic theology at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary after appearing 
before the board of directors and de- 
claring that the seminary is taking 
the road to liberalism in its teachings. 


* * & 


After a three-hour meeting the 
board accepted Dr. Leitch’s resigna- 
tion with deep regret. 


Dr. Leitch in his appearance before 
the board said that the present struc- 
ture and future plans of the seminary 
were not of a nature that could en- 
list his enthusiasm and loyalty. 


“T believe that, theologically speak- 
ing, the seminary is taking the road 
to liberalism,” he stated in his letter 
to the board. “It’s a kind of neo-ortho- 
dox pattern to which I cannot sub- 
scribe,” he said. 


* * * 


Dr. Clifford E. Barbour, president 
of the seminary, challenged -Dr. 
Leitch’s views on the teachings at the 
seminary. He said, “It is not true that 
we are going down the road to liberal- 
ism. The seminary is more conserva- 
tive today than it was 25 or 50 years 
ago,” he added. 


Dr. Leitch’s resignation climaxed a 
number of rumors of unrest among 
other members of the faculty in recent 
months. It also followed stories of un- 
rest among the students. (See Edi- 
torial, “Liberal,” p. 8). 





Priest-led Mob Attacks 
Church Service 


RAPELON, Colombia (CNS)—An- 
other outbreak of violence in Colom- 
bia has marred what many had hoped 
was the beginning of better Catholic- 
Protestant relationships here. When 
Protestants of this town gathered for 





a religious service in a private home 
on May 17 they were attacked by a 
mob of school children and adults in 
the company of Father Jeremias Con- 
treras, the parish priest. They were 
insulted and stoned until rescued by 
the mayor. 


The latest attack in this country 
town of about 8,000 where Protestant 
services have been held for over a 
year, involved a mob of some 300 
school children and adults. The chil- 
dren surrounded the house where the 
service was being held and there 
Father Contreras spoke to them about 
the danger of Protestantism in their 
town. He said that Protestants were 
not wanted there and referred to 
Protestant pastors as “damned dogs.” 


Stones were thrown and several 
members of the congregation were 
struck. The siege continued for about 
an hour-and-a-half when one of the 
men escaped and got the mayor to re- 
store order. When questioned about 
the attack, Father Contreras said that 
he would prevent the spread of Prot- 
estantism by any means necessary, 
even “by blood and fire.” 





Lack of Patriotism 
Among Youth Cited 


WHEATON, Ill. (CNS)—Deploring 
the “lack of patriotism and love for 
country” which has pervaded the 
younger generation, a Protestant 
church leader writing in the July is- 
sue of United Evangelical Action 
sharply criticized the “citizens-of-the- 
world” concept which has produced 
that attitude. 


Citing figures from a national youth 
research organization which show that 
82 per cent of young people felt that 
patriotism is less important than 
sports, 82 per cent said that dating 
outranked it and 90 per cent put cloth- 
ing ahead of it, Dr. George L. Ford, 
executive director of the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals, said these 
young people “only reflect the atti- 
tudes and basic values of their par- 
ents.” 


He cited the example of a college 
student who told his ROTC instruc- 
tor, “My father told me to stay away 
from the army and let somebody else 
do the fighting.” 


“There has developed in our nation 
the general feeling that patriotism is 
out-moded and that it, in fact, might 
be downright sinful since we are ‘citi- 


zens of the world,’” Dr. Ford said. 
Agreeing that America has faults, he 
asserted that “the principles of life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness 
are still realized here in greater meas- 
ure than anywhere else in the world.” 





Rock ’n’ Roll Ranked 
Ahead of the Cha-Cha 


ROME (RNS) — A _ Dominican 
priest who has made a study of mod- 
ern dancing branded the cha-cha as 
sinful. Also sinful, said Father Rigi- 
aldo Francisco, are the rumba, the 
carioca, the bolero, the bajon, the 
mambo, the samba, swing, boogie- 
woogie, the raspa and calypso. 


He said rock ‘n’ roll is “less lust- 
ful.” Father Francisco said the waltz, 
the polka, the mazurka and other dan- 
ces of European origin with limited 
physical contact and with special at- 
tention given to the music, are “harm- 
less.” 


He said that dances of Negro Ameri- 
can origin, such as the slow fox trot, 
the Boston tango, the one-step and 
the Charleston, are not by themselves 
immoral, but induce a lack of mod- 
esty which is “very close to serious 
sin.” 


“We do not believe in the wide- 
spread opinion,” Father Francisco 
wrote, “that there is less excitability 
among the Nordic peoples and inno- 
cent frigidity in their young, and that 
only the Southern or Latin races sin 
by dancing. The recent frenzy and 
explosions of mass morbidness by 
dance fanatics in the United States, 
England and Sweden, with unbalanced 
epidemics of total loss of self-control 
and blatant cases of auto-suggestion 
in the most modern dances, show that 
dancing is a determining element of 
erotic frenzy.” 





Catholic Dems Opposed, 
School Measure Delayed 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—The 
Kennedy Administration’s public school 
aid program was stalled here, at least 
temporarily, because the House Rules 
Committee refused to vote on the 
$2,484,000,000 measure until it re- 
ceived a bill providing for aid to pri- 
vate and parochial schools. 


The motion to delay action on the 
public school legislation was made by 
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Journal Day 


Fulton To Review 
Work of Missions 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton, retiring Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of World Missions 
for the Presbyterian 
Church, US, wil] 
make his first Jowr- 
nal Day appearance 
in Weaverville, N.C. 
on August 16, speak- 
ing on “Current As- 
» pects of Missions 
Policy.” 


Dr. Fulton was 
born in Kobe, Japan. His parents were 
missionaries for forty-six years un- 
der the Board of Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church, US. 


He spent his early life in Japan and 
was educated in Presbyterian College, 
Clinton, S. C.; University of S. C.,; 
Columbia Theological Seminary and 
Princeton Theological Seminary. He 
holds the D.D. degree from Presby- 
terian College and the LL.D. from 
King College, Bristol, Tenn. 


From 1917 until 1925 he served as 
a missionary in Japan. In 1925 he was 
called to be one of the secretaries of 
the Board. Since 1925 he has served, 
first as Field Secretary and since 1932 
as Executive Secretary of the Board 
of World Missions. 


Dr. Fulton was elected Moderator 
of the General Assembly in 1948. He 
is recognized internationally as one of 
the outstanding missionary statesmen 
of our time. 


— —— ——— —— 





Rep. A. Allen Smith of California. He 
said that neither the public school nor 
the bill on higher education could be 


considered until the committee had be- | 


fore it a measure on parochial and 
private schools. 


In the vote that followed, the Ad- 
ministration forces were beaten, 9 to 
6, with two Roman Catholic committee- 
men, normally pro-Administration, vot- 
ing with the committee’s five Repub- 
licans and two Southern Democrats. 





The present movement toward 
Church mergers is caused mostly by 
panic rather than by power. It is be 
ing done in the name of administra 
tive efficiency rather than the unify- 
ing power of the Bible. — ARNOLD T. 
OLSON. 
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No. 5 in a series of sermons on “Last Things” — 


Will Ch 


“And when he (Jesus) had spoken 
these things, while they beheld he was 
taken up; and a cloud received him 
out of their sight. And while they 
looked stedfastly toward heaven as he 
went up, behold, two men stood by 
them in white apparel; which also 
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven” Acts 1:9-11. 


Our text contains one of the many 
New Testament promises of the return 
of Christ. As soon as we read such 
a passage as this, we find ourselves 
in an area of controversy respecting 
the end of the human story. Many 
theories have been propounded about 
the end of the world. Scientists have 
their opinions on this subject. One 
suggestion is that the moon will be 
gradually pulled in toward the earth. 
In the course of millions of years it 
will be drawn close enough to the 
earth to wreak damage: shattering 
earthquakes, land convulsions on an 
enormous scale, tremendous volcanic 
action, mountainous tidal waves. Hu- 
man life would become extinct. 


George Gamow’s Birth And Death 
of The Sun explores the subject from 
the standpoint of possible solar ac- 
tivity. He tells of the novae and 
super-novae that have been studied by 
astronomers. Periodically a star in 
our or some other galaxy will flare 
with an intense brightness, perhaps 
for several months, then sink back into 
its original quiet shining. The specu- 
lation is that our own sun may become 
4 nova, turning the earth into a 
cinder, 


Most secular scientists however, pic- 
ture the future life of the earth itself 
as stretching onward millions and bil- 
bions of years. They do not think 


Karth In 


rist Return To 


Person? 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


that the world will come to a soon 
end by the way of cataclysm. 


On the other hand the end of the 
human race is considered a real possi- 
bility, possibly by war. Race suicide 
by atomic war is the theme of the 
novelist, the Hollywood preacher, and 
the political alarmist. Perhaps you 
saw the picture, “On The Beach.” 
In that story by accident nuclear war 
comes upon the world. So much radio- 
activity is caused that human life in 
every part of the globe but Australia 
becomes extinct. In the end only the 
submarine is left sailing the waters 
of a dead world — and it, too, is 
doomed. 


THE PROMISE OF HIS COMING 


Despite the grim warnings 
plausible theories, it is certain 
the end of history is not to be race 
suicide. Why can we say that con- 
fidently? Because Scripture — the 
Bible—God’s Word—indicates other- 
wise. The Bible has some things to 
say about the future. Although it does 
not give us all the information we 
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should like to have, the Bible indi- 
cates clearly that the end of history 
will come at the return of Christ. 
When Christ appears from heaven, 
man’s earthly history will stop. 


The promise of our Lord’s return 
is stated in our text with great plain- 
ness. You recall that our Saviour and 
His disciples had gone to the Mount 
of Olives. After He had given fare- 
well instructions, He was taken up 
from the earth before their very eyes. 
At last a cloud screened Him from 
sight. When He had gone there stood 
by the disciples two men in white 
garments, who said, ‘““Why do you look 
up so wistfully into the sky You will 
not see him again for a time, but one 
day this same Jesus that was taken 
up from you into heaven, in the same 
way will come back to earth.” So 
at the very beginning of the apostolic 
age the promise of the Lord’s return 
was given. 


The New Testament is pervaded by 
the teaching that Christ will return. 
It is a theme on which Jesus Himself 
had much to say. Take, in particular, 
the Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24 
and 25. The time is Tuesday of Pas- 
sion Week. The Lord answers His 
disciples’ questions about the destruc- 
tion of the temple and His promised 
return from heaven. He says, for ex- 
ample, “As the lightning cometh out 
of the east, and shineth even unto the 
west; so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be.” He tells His disciples 
to be alert in His service, for they 
know not the day nor the hour when 
He will return. 


He concludes the discourse with 
the tremendous judgment picture: 
“When the Son of man shall come in 
His glory, and all the holy angels with 
Him, then shall He sit upon the throne 
of His glory; and before Him shall be 
gathered all nations; and He shall 
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separate them one from another.” 
Those set on His right hand and there- 
fore approved will go into the ever- 
lasting kingdom prepared for them 
from the foundation of the world. 
Those on His left hand and therefore 
disapproved will be sent away into 
everlasting punishment. So it is en- 
tirely clear that the second coming of 
Christ brings human history to a close. 


Paul, of course, teaches the same 
thing. In the 15th chapter of I Cor- 
inthians, for example, the apostle says 
that he will unfold a mystery. Not 
all Christians will pass into the sleep 
of bodily death. Some Christians will 
be on earth alive when the last trump 
sounds. At that signal the dead bodies 
of believers will be raised; living be- 
lievers in the twinkling of an eye will 
be given their bodies of immortality. 
He says that this tremendous event 
will occur when Christ comes. Then 
it is that the last enemy, death, will 
be destroyed. 


Paul says the same thing in the 
fourth chapter of I Thessalonians. He 
comforts believers by reminding them 
that those who have died in the faith 
will be seen again. When the Lord 
Jesus returns, the dead in Christ will 
rise to meet Him and all living be- 
lievers will be caught up together 
with them. He continues the discus- 
sion of this grand theme in II Thessa- 
lonians 1: “The Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels. . . . He shall come to be glori- 
fied in His saints and to be admired 
in all them that believe in that day.” 
Christ is coming! Christ is coming, 
the apostle tells us again and again. 


Peter says so too. In II Peter 3 
the apostle answers the doubts of his 
day: Where is the promise of His 
coming? Men were falsely reasoning 
that everything has been and will be 
the same world without end. Peter 
enjoins Christians not to be deceived 
by the appearance of things. They 
should remember that the flood came 
and destroyed the ancient world. The 
day of the Lord will come like a thief 
in the night. In it the present order 
will be brought to an end; a new 
heaven and a new earth will be 
formed. Christ is coming! Christ is 
coming, the Apostle Paul assures us. 


The Book of Revelation, as every- 
body knows, has a great deal to say 
about the second coming of Christ. 
The method of the book is to double 
back again and again retelling the 
story of the time between the two 


advents of Christ, using new symbolic 
forms to do so. In the Revelation, 
the goal toward which history moves 
is the Lord’s coming again. The nine- 
teenth chapter, for example, gives the 
magnificent vision of the Lamb, the 
Word of God, riding out of heaven on 
a white horse, His eyes as a flame of 
fire, on His head many crowns, clothed 
with a vesture dipped in blood. The 
armies of heaven follow Him upon 
white horses. Out of His mouth goes 
a sharp sword. On his thigh a name 
is written, “KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS.” Christ is coming! 
Christ is coming, is the final testimony 
and promise of Holy Scripture. 


THE MANNER OF HIS COMING 


What will be the manner of Christ’s 
coming again? Every time we recite 
the Apostles’ Creed we say: “He 
ascended into heaven. From thence He 
will come to judge the quick and the 
dead.” What do we mean when we 
make this confession of faith? 


We certainly mean this, that the 
resurrection of Christ effected a 
change in His physical being. Al- 
though the marks left by the nails 
and the soldier’s spear could be dis- 
cerned, the Lord’s body was now su- 








There can be no revival if Mr. 
Amen and Mr. Wet-Eyes are not found 
in the audience.—C. G. Finney. 








perior to time and space limitation. 
Paul gives us a hint on the subject 
when in I Corinthians 15 he says that 
the resurrection body is a different 
body, a spiritual body, that is, a body 
qualified to enter and dwell in the 
spiritual realm. We are full of curi- 
osity about the details involved in this 
transformation. But all we know is 
that such a change occurred as to 
make the ascension possible: Jesus left 
the earth and went to the heavenly 
world; from the heavenly world He 
will at last come again to the earth. 


Rockets, satellites orbiting around 
the earth, space ships do not give us 
a parallel or additional insight. We 
are talking about a different dimen- 
sion of reality altogether. For ma- 
terial things are not the whole story 
of existence. There is another dimen- 
sion of existence, namely, the spiritual 
world. It helps as we struggle with 
the conception of the ascension and 
the literal coming again of our Lord 
to remember that God is a spirit. He 
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is everywhere present in the physical 
universe; it does not contain Him, 
however, for He is greater than space, 
Now our Lord in His spiritual body 
went into the world of spirit, into the 
heavenly world. The same Jesus will 
at the end of time come back to this 
very earth. I cannot go further than 
this statement takes us. I cannot 
clarify the mystery with equations or 
drawings or maps. I can only tell 
you what the Bible teaches, making 
some little attempt to relate it to the 
problems suggested by modern knowl- 
edge. 


This must be clear: It will be the 
same Jesus who returns. He will be 
indentifiable. His coming will be per- 
sonal. His coming will be open and 
visible. His coming will be glorious, 
This much the passages of Scripture 
we have quoted most plainly declare. 
His coming will be to take His people 
away from this present earth that they 
might be with Him. His coming will 
bring judgment upon the unsaved. His 
coming will introduce the transfor- 
mation of the earth, so that it may 
become the fit abode of the resur- 
rected, an earth in which only right- 
eousness will be found. 


No wonder men have been fascinated 
by this teaching of Scripture. They 
know instinctively that history must 
come to climax and conclusion. In the 
unfolding of the personal return of the 
Lord Jesus Christ the sanctified imagi- 
nation is challenged as by nothing else. 
Christ is coming! Christ is coming—in 
power and majesty and glory. 


THE PURPOSE OF HIS COMING 


Why has God planned it that way? 
What purposes could be served by the 
public appearing of the risen, ascend- 
ed Christ? There is more to it, we may 
be sure, than just a way to bring the 
human earthly story to a conclusion. 


Quickly comes to mind the idea of 
public vindication. We have a lively 
sense of personal dignity. May we say 
it? God had it first. When our Lord 
came to earth nineteen centuries ago, 
He came in humiliation. He was born 
in a low condition. He grew up in 
humble circumstances. He was subject 
to human authority, human custom, 
human restrictions. He submitted to 
being misunderstood, despised, reviled, 
rejected. He accepted the most awful 
death that the mind of man in its 
cruelty could devise: He was crucified. 
There must be more to say. Yes, He 


‘Cont. on p. 16, col. 3) 
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Reversion To Rome 


L. NELSON BELL 


“For a great many people, Christianity is the development of individual piety 
or personal virtue in order to make one fit for heaven. To these people, the 
church, the Christian community, is simply an institution that aids in the 
development of this personal piety. But the Bible presents a different picture. 
In it, the community glorifies God, and man is saved by being made a member 
of the community. Therefore, there is no salvation apart from the community 


of God’s people.” 


And 


“Perhaps the most damnable legacy left to the church from the preceding 
centuries is the idea that salvation is primarily an individual affair rather 
than primarily a community affair.” 


The above statements are the pre- 
amble to an article under the “Chris- 
tian Faith and Life” series in the 
April-June, 1961, issue of Crossroads. 
This is a study and program maga- 
zine for adults in the UPUSA Church. 


To the writer, it is an unpleasant 
task to enter into controversy with an- 
other Christian—a man of acknowl- 
edged scholarship and attainments. 
But there are times when there comes 
the compulsion to speak out against 
something we believe to be a danger 
to the very life of the Church herself. 
Furthermore, it is only by controversy 
which rises above personalities and 
looks to the Word of God for its au- 
thority that thinking can be stimulated, 
faith strengthened, opinions crystal- 
lized and the Church kept pure. 


It is our conviction that the article 
in question advocates a new (and also 
very old) concept of the Church, which 
is essentially Roman Catholic in its 
implications. Here we have a reversion 
to Rome in the name of a return to a 
Biblical doctrine of the Church. 


Before challenging the last part of 
the above-quoted statement, we must 
note the caricature of a “Christian” 
against which this “new” concept of 
the Church is advanced. No true 
Christian could possibly regard “the 
development of individual piety or per- 
sonal virtue in order to make one fit 
for heaven” as true Christianity. It 
could be a description of some pagan 
religion which teaches that heaven is 
gained by meritorious works. But 
every Christian knows that he is saved 
by the grace of God, and that his only 
claim either to righteousness or to 
heaven is through the atoning work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Reading through this article we 
sensed a downgrading of “piety” 
which is studied in its implications. 
At one place we read, “Elijah went 
into the wilderness to mope and to 
celebrate his personal piety.” What a 
misrepresentation of Elijah’s experi- 
ence! He was discouraged, believing 
that he was the only one remaining 
true to God. But his personal life was 
not the issue. Nor was this true in the 
case of Moses of whom it is said in 
this article that he “made five excuses 
to stay in his wonderful, pious soli- 
tude” in the wilderness. 


Never have Christians needed more 
than now to exhibit true piety in the 
face of the creeping paralysis of world- 
liness in the Church. However, it is 
the last statement which really shocks: 
“Therefore there is no salvation apart 
from the community of God’s people.” 


Here we have salvation by associa- 
tion, not by faith. Here the priority is 
given to the Church rather than to 
Jesus Christ. This is clear Roman 
Catholic — not Protestant — doctrine. 


Mindful of the Roman Catholic doc- 
trine that outside the organized body 
of the Church there is no salvation, 
John Calvin also said: “Outside the 
Church there is no salvation.” But 
Calvin (and the Reformation) rede- 
fined in clear terms the nature of the 
Church as the invisible body of true 
believers. In other words, believers in 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God and 
Saviour from sin are those who com- 
pose the true Church—their salvation 
stemming from faith in Christ, and 
their membership in the Invisible 
Church the prerequisite of their part- 
nership in His body on earth. 


The writer does not question that 
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some have gone and now go to the 
other extreme—downgrading the visi- 
ble Church and magnifying personal 
faith in Christ to the exclusion of their 
place and responsibility in the fellow- 
ship of believers. But the mistakes of 
some individuals and small groups 
must not be made the occasion for an 
even greater heresy, so far as the 
place of personal salvation is con- 
cerned. 


This modern concept of the Church 
does violence along a number of lines: 


It downgrades Christ as the great 
Head of the Church, attributing sal- 
vation to membership in the commu- 
nity, rather than to faith in Him as 
Saviour. 


It magnifies the Bride rather than 
the Bridegroom. 


It attributes to the community a 
part of the redemptive work which 
belongs solely to Christ. 


This emphasis on the “community” 
(a word used thirty-eight times in the 
short article in question) tends to give 
the organization an authority and 
power resident in Christ alone. From 
such a concept comes the notion that 
“When the Church speaks, God has 
spoken.” 


This concept loses sight of the truth 
so clearly stated in the Westminster 
Confession of Faith: “All synods or 
councils since the Apostles’ times, 
whether general or particular, may err 
and many have erred; therefore they 
are not to be made the rule of faith or 
practice, but to be used as a help in 
both.” 


It is this new emphasis on the “com- 
munity” of the faithful more than any- 
(Cont. on p. 9, col. 1) 
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DITORIALS 


Missing The Point 


More than ever before, thoughtful 
persons are taking notice of the de- 
clining spirituality of our day, reflect- 
ed in falling Church membership sta- 
tistics, fewer candidates for the 
ministry, diminishing Missions giv- 
ing, ete. 


The widest possible variety of rea- 
sons is given for the statistics which 
have alarmed almost everyone. We 
have just read an elaborate report 
prepared by one Synod of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., in which many 
reasons are advanced to explain why 
that Synod has been plagued with a 
diminishing interest in Missions which 
has almost reached the vanishing 
point. All of the reasons add up to a 
single one: faulty promotion. 


But it does not seem reasonable that 
faulty promotion in one form or an- 
other is responsible for dying 
Churches. It seems more likely that 
diminishing spiritual returns should 
be traced to a falling spiritual temper- 
ature. And the causes of spiritual cold- 
ness should be assessed if one is to 
discover the reason for dying 
Churches. 


The falling spiritual temperature 
which is being increasingly recognized 
is making itself felt most compellingly 
among young people. Christian leaders 
are beginning to take alarmed note of 
the spiritual poverty of our youth. 
Said a university pastor recently, “The 
average student is ill prepared, having 
no gospel or theology of his own.” 


But recognizing the sickness is one 
thing; making a proper diagnosis and 
effectively prescribing a remedy is an- 
other. It is possible to mis-read the 
signs and offer a prescription which 
will only aggravate the illness. 


For instance, the same university 
pastor (above) believes that students 
are spiritually illiterate because re- 
ligion has not been “up-dated”; because 
theology has not been made “relevant” 
to the “contemporary findings in so- 
ciology and science.” In other words 
it is alleged that students are unsaved 
because religion has too often remain- 
ed “medieval” ... “outmoded”... 
conservative. 


This view is fraught with great dan- 
ger, for it is founded upon a glaring 
fallacy, namely, that today’s wandering 
youth are in the possession of some- 
thing old which has done them no good 
and which must be exchanged for 
something new—because the old is no 
longer any good. The truth of the mat- 
ter is that this generation knows little 
or nothing of the historic Gospel. And 
that’s what’s wrong with them. They 
are the flotsam and jetsam of liberal 
religion—living indictments of  the- 
ology “brought up to date.” 


They are the offspring of sophisti- 
cated churches. Their Sunday School 
experience has been in progressive 
education. All they have ever known 
is “modern” theology, experimental re- 
ligion, culture instead of convictions. 


The answer to the spiritual illiteracy 
of our day is not the “modernization 
of theology”—if we could only see it, 
there’s nothing old fashioned about the 
theology upon which this generation 
has been starving. Our young people 
are not wandering because religion has 
failed to become “contemporary”— 
they are wandering because the only 
religion to which they have been ex- 
posed has been exactly that: contem- 
porary. 


Look about you! On every corner 
churches proclaim an “up-dated” the- 
ology and those that preach an “old- 
fashioned” Gospel are despised. Join 
in the worship of the typical modern 
temple to Protestantism and you will 
find that the Creed has already been 
“modernized.” The typical cultured 
Protestant church is the spiritual 
womb out of which today’s unsaved 
young people have come. Don’t make 
their religion any more “relevant”— 
it’s dead enough as it is. 


Yet, on most campuses—and in many 
Churches — cells of spiritual vitality 
exist despite the prophets of gloom. 
Look for them and you will find them: 
groups about which the statistics of 
frustration and failure do not apply. 
They are there. And one thing is 
unanimously true of these spiritually 
vital groups: They subscribe to the 
“old-fashioned”, “outdated” Gospel of 


redemption from sin through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


The hue and cry for a “contemporary 
expression of faith in the light of con- 
temporary findings in sociology and 
science” is borne on the wings of the 
wishful thought that a_ generation 
which does not know the Almighty 
can be saved by the creation of a new 
concept of God. This is the oldest form 
of idolatry. Its high priest is Unbe- 
lief. 


Declare the faith of the fathers 
obsolete; update the message of the 
Church so as to make it “relevant”; 
replace the light of the old-fashioned 
Gospel with more “modern” illumina- 
tion—and the Church will simply con- 
tinue dying. 





Liberal, or Not? 


The charges and _ counter-charges 
attending the recent resignation of 
Dr. Addison Leitch, leading evangel- 
ical scholar of the United Presbyter- 
ian Church, USA, as professor of 
theology at Pittsburgh Seminary, il- 
lustrate a truth that is not always 
apprehended: one’s opinion of a thing 
depends on one’s point of view. 


Thus it is posible for a leading 
churchman to say that an institution 
is liberal and for another leading 
churchman to say it is no such thing. 


Dr. Leitch was formerly president 
of the United Presbyterian Church’s 
seminary in the Pittsburgh area. Fol- 
lowing the merger between the United 
Presbyterian Church and the (then) 
Presbyterian Church, USA, he became 
professor of theology in the merger of 
the two seminaries belonging to the 
merging denominations. And now he 
is out. 


For a long while we have been im- 
pressed by the fact that too many 
arguments of one kind and another 
have been carried by the convincing 
first personal: “I know so-and-so; or, 
such-and-such — and it is the most 
Christian . . .; or, he is the finest. ...” 
Such a testimony means only as much 
as the viewpoint of the testator. 


Only a minority of ministers (of 
any Church) are liberal, these days, 
in their own eyes. Very few institu- 
tions are liberal, these days, in the 
opinion of those who make them liberal. 


So the way to determine the evan- 
gelical calibre of any religious struc- 
ture or venture is not by the route of 
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subjective testimony, but only by the 
bright light of the only truth which is 
completely objective: the Word of 


God. 


In the case of Pittsburgh Seminary, 
the questions raised by the resigna- 
tion of Dr. Leitch can be answered in 
only one way: how much of an effort 
does the seminary make to orient 
every teaching in terms of strict fidel- 
ity to the Word of God? 





At the Birmingham 
Cathedral 


On the Sunday following the close 
of the Manchester Crusade an unusual 
service took place in the Anglican 
Cathedral in Birmingham. 


Canon Brian Green, well known in 
America, had invited Billy Graham 
to preach at the Cathedral. But it was 
not an ordinary service. First of all 
it was to be televised to an audience 
estimated by the technicians to be 
some six million in number. 


In the second place Canon Green 
had passed along the word to his own 
parishioners to stay at home and pray. 
Then he had gone into the highways 
and byways of Birmingham’s un- 
churched and urged them to attend 
the service, giving full publicity to the 
event. 


One who attended the service said 
that never had Mr. Graham preached 
with more simplicity or power. At the 
conclusion Canon Green gave an earn- 
est appeal to TV viewers and to those 
who packed the Cathedral to give their 
hearts to Jesus Christ. It was a mov- 
ing and fruitful meeting in which it 
was reported by many that the pres- 
ence and power of the Spirit of God 
was felt. 





REVERSION—from p. 7 


thing else, which lies behind the grow- 
ing interest of some ecumenical leaders 
to see that union discussions between 
Churches also include talks with the 
Roman Catholic Church. We are ac- 
quainted with ministers who include 
reunion with the Roman Church in 
their thinking of movements toward 
reunion generally. 


We heartily agree that the vital 
Place of the visible Church in God’s 
economy must be stressed. But we 
must at all times guard against attrib- 
uting to the body of Christ either the 
Msition or power which belongs alone 





A Layman And His Church | 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


MERCY IS—NOW 


Last week we wrote about the 
“Wrath To Come.” It is against that 
backdrop that we now speak of God’s 
mercy — the glorious message of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


Our salvation depends on the mercy 
of God, for none of us is worthy of 
Christ’s redemptive work on the Cross. 
And, not only does our eternal salva- 
tion depend on the mercy of God but 
as Christians we are the daily recipi- 
ents of His mercy. 


Mercy is in many ways interchange- 
able with grace. Neither can be earned, 
they are the free gift of God. 


We have probably heard of the 
wretch standing before a judge who 
many times before had sentenced him 
for infractions of the law. Sensing 
the prisoner’s fear a bystander re- 
marked, “Don’t be afraid, you will re- 
ceive justice from the judge.” To 
which the guilty man replied, “I don’t 
need justice, I need mercy.” 


And it is just that which God offers 
all of us—sinners by inheritance, by 
practice and Oh so often, by choice. 


Paul wrote the Ephesian Christians: 
“God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in trespasses and 
sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace are ye saved)... 
that in the ages to come he might show 
the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us through Christ 
Jesus.” 


From the standpoint of personal 
salvation God’s offer of mercy is in 


““whoso- 
From the standpoint of the 
believer this mercy continues as a 
daily state of blessing which comes to 
us from God. 


the all-embracing term of 
ever.” 


The writer of the epistle to the He- 
brews says: “Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need.” We Chris- 
tians do live in a special position, not 
because of anything we have done but 
because of that which is ours through 
faith in Christ. As unbelievable as it 
may seem God has yet promised: “J 
will be merciful to their unrighteous- 
ness, and their sins and iniquities will 
I remember no more.” 


God’s mercy stems, of course, from 
His love. To try to separate the love, 
grace and mercy of God into distinct 
compartments is an impossibility, but 
that which many Christians forget is 
that they have eternal salvation, not 
because of any good deeds performed 
after they believed in Christ, but be- 
cause the same mercy which led them 
to saving faith continues as an act of 
God’s grace for all of our lives. 


Any honest appraisal of our lives as 
Christians will show us how imperfect 
they are; how marred by sins of 
omission and commission. Here we are 
confronted with an imperative need 
for the mercy of a loving Heavenly 
Father. Furthermore, believing as we 
do in the perseverance of the saints, 
we see the necessity for the continu- 
ing mercy of God in our daily lives. 


(Cont. on p. 15, col. 1) 





to its great Head. Furthermore, true 
piety does not come by ecclesiastical 
association, but rather by a work of 
the Holy Spirit in the hearts of be- 
lievers whereby they grow in likeness 
to Christ and obey Him to the end 
“that ye may be blameless, the sons of 
God without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among 
whom ye shine as lights in the world: 
holding forth the word of life.” 


As we came away from the article 
in Crossroads, a question lingered on. 
If the writer of that article regards as 
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a “damnable heresy” the belief that 
salvation is primarily an individual 
matter one wonders how anyone can 
become a Christian without a personal, 
individual, experience with and surren- 
der to Jesus Christ? 


That the Christian has a corporate 
responsibility we most surely believe, 
but he becomes a Christian through 
personal faith in Christ. To affirm 
otherwise is to deny the faith. It also 
has the effect of bringing into the 
Church those who have no claim to 
the word “Christian”. 








“W. H. B. SIMPSON SAYS” . 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 


with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection .f merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 


purchase. 


budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 


the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 





for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


1. LESSON INTRODUCTION: 


If only the first three Gospels had been written, there would hardly 


Lesson for July 30, 1961 


be enough material about Thomas for us to devote a separate THOMAS, THE REALIST 


lesson to his life; for Thomas is simply listed among the other 


apostles in these Gospels (Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15). Bible Material: John 11:5-16; 14:3-6; 
It is the Gospel of John that rescues Thomas from oblivion; and 20:24-29; Acts 1:13 


it does this by recording three memorable incidents in the life of 


this man—one of which has indelibly impressed upon him the Devotional Reading: I John 1:1-7 


“doubting- Thomas” epitaph. There are, however, some admirable 


qualities that he possessed, and our total appraisal of his character Memory Selection: John 20:29 


must not overlook or minimize them. 


Il. GENERAL INFORMATION. 


As noted above, our information about Thomas is 
scanty indeed. He was one of the Twelve (Matt. 10:3) ; 
he accompanied Jesus during the time of His earthly 
ministry; and he was among those who waited for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 1:13). 
The Gospels do not reveal where this man came from 
nor what trade or occupation he was pursuing when 
Christ called him. Three times in John’s Gospel (11:16; 
20:24; 21:2) he is further identified as “Didymus”—a 
word which means “twin,” the same meaning as the 
Aramaic word “Thomas.” Some have thought that the 
meaning of his name is illustrated in the two sides of 
his nature—doubt and faith—that are so distinctly por- 
trayed in the three incidents recorded about him in the 
Gospel of John. 


Ill. “LET US ALSO GO” (John 11:5-16). 


The main points in the story here may be set forth 
thus: 


1. The delay—He abode two days still” (v. 6). It 
has often been discussed why Christ delayed to return 
to Bethany when Mary and Martha had sent an urgent 
appeal to Him when their brother Lazarus became sick. 
We should always remember, however, that our Lord 


does not reveal, at the time, every step in His infinite 
plan. 


2. The decision—“Let us go into Judaea again” 
(v.7). At His own time and according to His inscrut- 


able will our Lord determines to go back to Judaea 
from Galilee. 


8. The debate—Having heard the decision of their 
Lord, the disciples, probably with a great deal of con- 
sternation, began to offer what they thought were valid 
reasons why He should not return to Judaea. Their first 
agument (v.8) appeals to their concern for their Mas- 
ter’s safety; their second argument (v. 12), built indi- 
rectly upon the first, suggests the hazard of such a 
mission in view of the fact that Lazarus, now sleeping 
(as they supposed) , must be doing well. Thus they rea- 





soned that the journey back to Bethany, which had been 
urgently requested by Mary and Martha, was highly 
indefensible—in fact, almost suicidal. But Christ, never 
presumptuous, was not to be deterred. 


4. The determination—‘nevertheless, let us go unto 
him” (v.15). Infinite wisdom that can foresee all the 
results of a decision surely was the reason why our Lord 
urged His disciples to follow Him on this hazardous 


journey back to the grieving sisters of the now dead 
Lazarus. 


5. The devotion—“Let us also go, that we may die 
with him” (v.16). These are the words of Thomas. 
They well deserve some further comments. 


a. An element of faith—‘“Let us also go.” If our 
Master and Lord is going back, should not we also fol- 
low? If we surrendered all to Him at the time He called 
us into His service, should we not now follow Him in 
this critical hour? These are the thoughts that must 
have gone through the mind of Thomas. 


b. An element of frustration—‘“that we may die with 
him.” Thomas could see only death ahead in such an 
adventuresome journey. Already Lazarus was dead; now, 
reasonedThomas, our Master will probably die at the 
hands of the hostile Jews; and then we, as His disciples, 
will meet the same fate. Did Thomas at this time realize 
that, when the crisis would really come, he and the 
other disciples would flee from Christ instead of dying 
“with Him”? Could Thomas possibly know, in the im- 
maturity of his present faith, that two thieves would 
die “with Him” (John 19:18) rather than two of His 
disciples—not to speak of the others! Peter, a stronger 
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disciple than Thomas, made the boast that he would 
never deny his Lord even if he had to die with Him 
(Mark 14:13). But let us not, however, minimize the 
devotion that Thomas showed toward his Lord. 


Ill. “LORD, WE KNOW NOT WHITHER 
THOU GOEST” (John 14:3-6). 


The following suggested outline will possibly bring 
before us many important details: 


1. The announcement (v.3). This verse contains 
one of the most precious promises found in the Bible: 
the promise that our Lord will return again and re- 
ceive us to Himself. This promise is repeated many 
times in other parts of the New Testament (e.g., I 
Thess. 4:13-18; Titus 2:11-13). It is still unfilled; but 
our Lord will surely return as He promised. 


2. The interruption (v. 5). Here Thomas comes into 
the story with the remark: “Lord, we know not whither 
thou goest; and how can we know the way?” The first 
part of his statement is a flat contradiction of what 
Christ had just said (vv. 3 and 4). Undoubtedly 
Thomas was sincere in thus contradicting Jesus. The 
last part of Thomas’ statement is really a request for 
a clarification of our Lord’s meaning—“If we don’t 
know where you are going, how can we know the 
way?” By way of reply the Lord Jesus makes one of 
the greatest affirmations found anywhere in His teach- 
ing. 


3. The great affirmation (v. 6). Here we have a 
statement that is so simple and yet so profound that 
it could be understood by a child, and yet the most 
learned theologian could never exhaust its ultimate 
meaning. Let us look at a few of the truths found in 
this verse: 


a. Christ’s uniqueness. No mere man among all the 
sons of Adam could have made such a statement as 
this. It is true that some religious leaders of the world 
have professed to be true messengers from God; but all 
their claims are false. 


b. Christ’s exclusiveness. Note the definite article 
“the” before Way, truth and Life. Christ is not “a way” 
to God; He is the only way (see Acts 4:12). 


c. Christ’s absoluteness. Here we hear words of 
finality. The statement is one of absolute fact. 


d. Christ’s fullness. The only Way to the Father is 
by Him; all truth is concentrated in Him; and He is 
the source of all life. 


e. His eternity. Christ said, “I am”—not “I was” or 
“I will be.” He always is the Truth; there never has 
been any truth beyond Him. He always is the Life; 
there is no life outside of Him. 


IV. “MY LORD AND MY GOD” (John 20:24-29) . 


Here is the classic passage which tells us why Thomas 
is called “doubting.” It is the passage by which the 
name of Thomas is most often remembered. Let us 
look at a few facts: 


1. He was absent (v. 24). One could think of many 
reasons why Thomas was absent on the memorable 
occasion when the risen Lord first met with His dis- 
ciples. It is almost impossible to resist the thought that 


Thomas’ doubt, as expressed so vehemently in v. 25, 
was the hidden reason why he was not present. Per- 
haps he was utterly crushed by the Lord’s death. 


2. The testimony of the others—‘‘We have seen the 
Lord” (v. 25). This is a plain statement of fact with. 
out any question or doubt. These men did not need 
further proof. 


3. Thomas’ doubt—‘“Except .. . I will not believe” 
(v. 25). It is hard to put into English the force of 
Thomas’ dogmatism. The “will not” expresses but 
faintly the force of the Greek—“I will not under any 
circumstance believe.” Thomas laid down his own con- 
ditions for faith in Jesus! 


4. The Lord’s condescension (vv. 25f). Sometimes 
the Lord stoops down to our unbelief, as in the present 
case. That there is one such case on record in Scripture 
does not mean, however, that the Lord will always thus 
stoop, nor does it mean that He puts a premium on our 
unbelief. Unbelief, no matter what its reason, is always 
repugnant to our Lord. 


5. Thomas’ great confession (v. 28). From almost 
utter unbelief Thomas ascends to the topmost pinnacle 
of faith. From the tragedy of despair he rises into a 
joyous and exuberant faith. There are no words in all 
the Bible that express so personally and yet so pro 
foundly and theologically the believer’s faith — “My 
Lord and my God.” None but unbelievers will fail to 
acknowledge Jesus Christ in the words of Thomas’. 


6. The blessing (v. 29). Yes, Thomas receives a 
blessing; his faith is acknowledged by the Lord. At the 
same time we should notice that the Lord pronounces 
upon all those who have not known the same privilege 
as Thomas an even greater blessing. That blessing is 
ours today, for we have not seen in the same manner 
as Thomas saw. We have the written records; they are 
our evidences upon which our faith is based. 


Why did Thomas so dogmatically refuse to believe? 
Perhaps it was for one of the following possible reasons: 
(1) Like most of the Jews of that day Thomas was not 
looking for a Messiah who would die and rise again. 
This attitude was shared by all the disciples of our Lord. 
(2) Although Thomas had witnessed the resurrection 
of Lazarus, he probably could not imagine that Jesus 
Christ could resurrect Himself. (3) He had seen and 
heard some of the disciples (such as Peter) make boast- 
ful claims which they did not live up to; how now 
could he rely on their word? 


Vv. “AND THOMAS” (Acts 1:13). 


Here is Thomas, along with the ten others, waiting 
for the coming of God's Spirit. And here is where the 
Bible leaves him. 


INCREASING JOURNAL SUPPORT is coming from | 
bequests. Help to continue this ministry, using this | 
form; “I hereby give and bequeath to the Board of | 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian Journal | 
Company (incorporated under the laws of the state 


| 
of North Carolina) $ rn | 
| 
! 





for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR JULY 30, 1961 
“WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT SATAN.” 
Scripture—Matthew 4:1-11 


Suggested Hymns— 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
“Christian, Dost Thou See Them?” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 


Note to Program Leader: Bible references to be read 
are fewer in this program than in the others we have had 
in recent weeks. It might be a good idea, for a change, 
to let the speakers find and read their own references 
rather than pass them out among the other young peo- 
ple. 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Peo- 
ple talk about Satan, but it is doubtful if very many 
take him very seriously. He should be taken seriously, 
though. According to the Bible, Satan is no one to joke 
about. It is indeed a serious thing that he is allowed to 
have his way in the lives of men. There is much legend 
and superstition concerning Satan, but what does the 
Bible have to say? 


FIRST SPEAKER: Satan is a person because the 
Bible always describes him in personal terms, ascrib- 
ing to him a personal name, personal qualities, and 
personal acts. He is an intelligent spiritual person of 
great power and wisdom whose abilities are used for 
evil ends. The Bible indicates that he is the ruler of 
all evil spirits. (Read Matthew 12:26.) He is not eter- 
nal, because he is a created being. The Bible makes it 
clear that God is the creator of all things, both ma- 
terial and spiritual, so God created Satan. This is not 
to say that God made an evil spirit, because the Bible 
tells us all of God’s creation was good. Scripture tells 
us that Satan and his evil angels were cast out of heaven 
because of their rebellion against God. (Read Revela- 
tion 12:7-9.) We are led to believe that the Devil’s spe- 
cific sin was pride. (Read I Timothy 3:6.) It must also 
be understood that his work is limited by God and he 
will never be out of God’s control. As Martin Luther's 
hymn puts it, “his doom is sure.” There is much in the 
book of Revelation about his final defeat. Even in this 
life he is limited by God in his dealings with us. In 
the Bible he could move against Job only within those 
boundaries which God had set. 


_ The name Satan means “adversary,” and indeed he 
is the enemy of God and man. The name Devil means 
‘landerer, and he does slander. He tries to make men 
doubt the goodness and justice of God. This was the 
method of attack he used on Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden. He slanders men before God. This is 
what he did when he implied that Job served God only 


Sram 


because of the blessings he received from God. He is 
exceedingly treacherous and crafty. The Bible there- 
fore warns us to beware of him. Jesus called Satan the 
father of lies and murder. The Bible tells us that it 
was Satan who prompted. Judas to deliver Jesus to 
death, and it was also Satan who led Ananias to de- 
ceive the apostles about the land he had sold. In fact, 
there is no sin of which Satan is not the author. 


The Bible sometimes refers to Satan as the Tempter, 
and it certainly seems to us that temptation is one of 
his main occupations. He is always tempting us in 
powerful yet sneaky ways to do wrong. We find much 
evidence of his temptations in the Bible. He was suc- 
cessful in tempting Adam, the first representative head 
of the human race, but he was not successful in tempt- 
ing the second representative, Jesus Christ. This is 
what we read about in our Scripture. As the descend- 
ants of Adam, we are sure to be tempted, but, as the 
children of God through Christ, we do not have to be 
conquered. Jesus quoted the Bible in answer to Satan’s 
temptations. We should make more use of the Bible 
in resisting Satan. (Read James 4:7.) The Lord prom- 
ises us a way of escape and of victory, if we put our 


faith in Him. (Read I Corinthians 10:13 and Ephe- 
sians 6:16.) 


SECOND SPEAKER: The chief aim of Satan, of 
course, is to lead men into sin and away from God to 
the end that they shall be eternally lost. Every time a 
sinful person accepts by faith Jesus Christ and the 
righteousness which God supplies through Christ, Sa- 
tan is defeated with respect to that person. Every per- 
son who believes is saved then and there. He is saved 
to God and from Satan. Satan can never destroy God, 
but he does lead some people to destruction. He even 
loses his power over ordinary people when they put 
their faith in Christ. For this reason the Devil puts 
every possible hindrance in the way of the preaching 
and effective hearing of the gospel of Christ. In the 
parable of the sower Jesus tells us that Satan seeks to 
snatch away the word of God from those who hear it 
just like the birds eat seed that is sown in the earth 
before it can sprout and take root. An example of this 
is Satan’s hindrance of Paul in his ministry. (Read I 
Thessalonians 2:18.) 


The most dreadful effect of Satan’s work occurs when 
he is successful in securing someone to follow him into 
sin and rebellion against God. Jesus called some of the 
Jews “children of the Devil.” Their allegiance to Sa- 
tan was very evident because they were busily engaged 
in doing his work of lying and murder. Satan him- 
self is powerless to condemn a person, but when he is 
able to win them to his way he brings them under the 
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same condemnation which rests on him. We have seen 
already that the Bible predicts the ultimate doom and 
sure destruction of Satan. Those people who take sides 
with Satan, those who are deceived by his false prom- 
ises, those who join him in enmity against God will 
share in the terrible and eternal punishment which 
awaits him. (Read Matthew 25:41.) All Satan has to 
offer his followers is a bit of false pleasure in this life 
and an eternity of punishment hereafter. But he is such 
a good salesman . . . so clever and so deceitful . . . that 
he is finding a multitude of eager customers in every 
age. This is the most awful tragedy of every age. It is 
doubly tragic because those who choose to sin and suf- 
fer with Satan have the infinitely better alternative of 


accepting Christ’s salvation and spending an eternity 
of blessedness with God. 


PROGRAM LEADER: Surely we understand now 
why we said at the beginning of the program that Sa. 
tan is not to be taken lightly. He would much prefer 
that we did make jokes about him, because then we 
would be more likely to drop our guard against his 
clever, treacherous attacks. Let us be thankful that the 
Bible tells us the truth about Satan, and let us deter. 
mine now to take seriously what it says. The Holy Spirit 
will always help a Christian to overcome Satan. 


CLOSING PRAYER 





THE CHURCH AT HOME 


CHURCH EXTENSION STUDIES 
DECLINING CHURCH GROWTH 


ATLANTA, Ga. — The Board of 
Church Extension, in its summer meet- 
ing here, heard with concern a report 
by the Division of Evangelism which 
noted that 27 out of 83 presbyteries 
in the Presbyterian Church, US, last 
year placed more members on the 
retired roll than were received on pro- 
fession of faith. 


The Division of Evangelism will bear 


son, Dr. George Staples, chaplain at 
Davidson College. Minister of the 
Boldtville congregation is Francis M. 
Davis, D.D. 





NEW ORLEANS OPPOSES 
FEDERAL EDUCATION AID 


AMITE, La. — New Orleans Pres- 
bytery, situated in deep Roman Cath- 
olic territory, unanimously opposed 
federal aid to parochial and sectarian 
schools on the primary and secondary 


levels, in its regular summer meeting 
here, June 20. The Presbytery also 
approved a resolution deploring the 
increasing desecration of Sunday 
through the patronizing of super mar- 
kets and other commercial establish- 
ments. 


(Editor’s note: In a half-page ad 
in the New Orleans Times-Picayune 
for June 18, the A&P supermarkets of 
New Orleans announced that hence- 
forth they would close on Sunday.) 


the responsibility for “moving into the 





new American frontier characterized 
by the rise of new cities and the spread 
of strip cities. This will call for every 
local congregation to be a_ task 
forces .. .” 


Dr. T. Watson Street, new Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Board of World 
Missions, at his own request, attended 
the meeting as a guest of the Board. 
According to Dr. P. D. Miller, Execu- 
tive Secretary of Church Extension, 
Dr. Street is the first executive of an 
Assembly agency to visit with the 
other Boards in this way so as to learn 
more of their work. 


In other business the Board went on 
record as being dissatisfied with the 
month of May for Church Extension 
emphasis and requested the General 
Council to move that emphasis back 
to October where it once was on the 
calendar. 





PEWS DEDICATED i RRS 
SAN ANTONIO, Tex. — New pews 

in the Boldtville church near here 

were dedicated to the memory of 

Ervin W. Staples, prominent elder who 

died in April. At the June 25 service 

the guest minister was Mr. Staples’ 


see 


he main thing 
is to nurture 
the spark of grace 


in your heart. 
Fénelon 


Vacations provide a wonderful 
time for nurturing the “spark of 
grace in your heart.” Church 
camps, conferences and leader- 
ship schools, including  ever- 
popular Montreat, offer rich 
spiritual experiences. And our 
Presbyterian literature enjoys 
such wide circulation in the 
South, you and your family 
probably won’t miss a lesson re- 
gardless of where you go for re- 
laxation. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
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LAYMAN—1trom p. 9 


It is of basic importance that we 
distinguish between our positions prior 
to the new birth and after. Before, it 
is the mercy of God which leads us to 
repentance and faith. Afterwards, it 
is the mercy of God which sustains us. 


Furthermore let us guard carefully 
the sequence of events. It is by regen- 
eration that we become the children 
of God. Prior to that time we have 
been His children by creation but chil- 
dren of Satan by degeneration. Any 
attempt to by-pass the new birth ends 
in failure and yet further folly. 


It is by the mercy of God that all 
things can be changed and that we can 
become new creatures in Him, and this 
mercy is freely offered. Therefore it 
is vitally important that we recognize 
the alternative. “The wrath to come” 
is no figment of the imagination; 
rather it is a God-given preview of 
that which awaits the unrepentant 
sinner and the unregenerate world. 


In this light how great is the mercy 
of God! 


God is not willing that any should 
perish. It is His holy desire that all 
men should be saved. The day of reck- 
oning has been deferred to the present 
that men might repent and avail them- 
selves of His salvation. 


But nowhere in the Bible is there 
justification for those who deny the 
coming judgment. That day will come 
and for those who have rejected the 
proffered mercy of God there will re- 
main nothing but a time of fearful 
reckoning. 


Paul, speaking to the Athenians, 
tells them, as he would tell us that now 
is the day of decision: “The times of 
this ignorance God winked at (over- 
looked); but now he commandeth all 
men everywhere to repent.” 


How humiliating to repent! God be 
merciful to me, a sinner, is not an easy 
prayer to make. How foreign to hu- 
man nature for it requires a voluntary 
confrontation (by us) with ourselves. 
But it is the only door to God’s sav- 
ing grace and mercy. Repentance car- 
ries with it the confession of our ab- 
ject need while faith accepts the God- 
given remedy. 


Yes, there is without a doubt a sear- 
ing, devastating wrath to come. But 


none of us need be subject to that ex- 
perience. 


It is at this point that we turn to 
and accept the mercy of God. 


Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS 
6. The People Bring Gifts 
DO YOU KNOW— What gift God asks of us? 


LOOK UP in the Bible: Romans 12:1 and Proverbs 23:26. 
a EACH VERSE SAY about what we should give 
to God? 


THING TO REMEMBER: God doesn’t want our gifts unless 
we give them willingly. II Corinthians 9:7. 


* *% * * 


THE LORD ASKS FOR AN OFFERING 
Exodus 35:5-9; 20-24. 


To have the material that would be needed to make the 
Tabernacle, the Lord asked the people to bring gifts. The — 
brought 


enieeiaie ated cae 
. They brought 
* 


EVERYONE GAVE OR DID WHAT HE COULD 
Exodus 35:25-29; 36:3-7. 


(Connect the parts that belong together.) 


Wise hearted women did 
The women spun goats’ 
The Israelites brought 
The rulers brought 
Spice, oil and incense 
Every man and woman 
The people brought 


onyx and other stones. 

spin fine linen thread. 

hair into coarse thread. 

brought all manner of work. 
were brought by the rulers. 

a willing offering unto the Lord. 
more than enough. 


% % % % 


GIVE GOD YOUR GREATEST GIFT 


John 3:16; Romans 12:1; Proverbs 23:26; Matt. 22:37. 

Of all the many gifts God has given us, His best and greatest 
git te File... .. —.... Wes ees cs 

The greatest gift you can give to God is to give Him yourself. 
Present your __ __ __ __; give Him your 


and __ __ __ ___ filled with __ __ __ __ for the Lord. 





DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Where does the Bible mention 
the frying pan? Look up Leviticus 2:7. 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the Wilderness”, Copyright 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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MINISTERS 


Jesse M. Bratton, Jr., from Mullens, 
W. Va., to the Second church, Rocky 
Mount, N. C. 

Warner Dubose, Jr., from Elkins, W. 
Va., to the Second Church, Norfolk, 
Va. 

T. Harry Eckhoff from Clio, S. C., to 
the First church, Moncks Corner, S. 
C. 

Ismael Maldonade from Houston, 
Texas, to the Emmanuel church, 
Galveston, Texas. 

Norman K. Morgan from Pineville, 
W. Va., to the First church, Logan, 
W. Va. 

James B. Storey from Austin Col- 
lege, Sherman, Texas, to the First 
church, Conroe, Texas. 

Edward R. Rowley, Jr., from Day- 
tona Beach, Fla., to the Conway 
church, Orlando, Fla. 
N. R. Hawkins from 
Texas, to Itasca, Texas. 
Harry B. Wood, Jr., Fordyce, Ark., 
has accepted a call to organize the 
new St. Luke church, Amarillo, 
Texas. 

George Scotchmer, First Church, 
Galveston, Texas, has accepted a 
call from the Memorial Church 
(UPUSA) St. Louis, Missouri. 


Caldwell, 





LETTERS 
ACCEPTING THE CONSTITUTION 


(Your) editorials . .. on creedal 
subscription have been extremely in- 
teresting to me (June 14, 28) ...I 
have been continually reminded that 
ministers and ruling elders adopt the 
Confession of Faith as “containing the 
system of doctrine taught in the Scrip- 
tures.” Hodge is then sometimes shown 
to be the spokesman for a position on 
“adopting a system of doctrine” in 
contrast to adopting a whole creed. In 
quoting Question 2 of the vows of 
ministers and ruling elders you touch 
on the point at issue: what is includ- 
ed in the fundamentals of the system 
of doctrine? ... 


In examinations in my presbytery I 


ask the candidate or transfer if he has 
read the Standards, and if he cannot 
accept any statement in them? This 
gives the presbytery a basis for de- 
termining his understanding and his 
doctrinal position. Strangely enough I 
have met Presbyterian ministers who 
say they have not read the Standards 
all the way through. I also have found 
that men have distorted ideas of what 
the Standards really say. 


—(Rev.) Robert H. Cox 
Columbia, S. C. 


The thing that bothers us is that 
some seem to think it makes no differ- 


ence what the Standards really say.— 
Ed. 





WANTS STRONGER CURRICULUM 


Permit me the following observa- 
tion re: your article, “Why We Need 
a New Curriculum” (June 21): 


Just recently a second year college 
student, in conversation with me, was 
asking about doctrines of the Church. 
A pertinent question came to mind: 
“Is the Church’s literature fully 
convincing and getting the creed 
across to our younger generation?” 
. . . Now you come out pointing up, 
according to my interpretation, just 
such a need in the above mentioned 
article. I coneur wholeheartedly. 


Let me quickly state and empha- 
size, this comment is not in any sense 
meant to criticize or condemn present 
literature of the Board of Education. 
I’m in no position to do that. I mere- 
ly pass it along with the thought that 
it might stress the need for a stronger 
and more emphatic enunciation of the 
doctrines of our Reformed faith and 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
on which the Presbyterian Church, 
US, was founded. 


—Mrs. Vivian R. Maston 
Alexandria, La. 





A LONG FRIENDSHIP 


I am well pleased with the Journal. 
I like its clear, loyal tone and I believe 
God will bless its ministry. 


As a personal note it may be of in- 
terest to you to know that June 10th 
was the 66th anniversary of my ordina- 
tion and also my installation as pastor 





Estimated population on all mission 
fields served by the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., is 67 million. 


of the Cottage Church (now out of ex. 
istence) of Nashville, Tenn. 


—(Rev.) Robert Hill 
Tyler, Texas 


No doubt about it: the longer you 
stay with the Journal, the better you 
like it.—Ed. 





RETURN—from p. 6 

was raised from the dead; He ascend- 
ed into heaven. But there must be still 
more: there must be a public vindica- 
tion. 


One of the great intentions, I feel 
sure, of the personal, visible, glorious 
return of Christ to the scene of His 
humiliation is that, so to say, the 
whole universe may be given to un- 
derstand that the Lord Jesus is the 
Son of God, that He is King of kings 
and Lord of lords. There will be no 
mistaking His identity when He comes 
the second time. 


And then also there must be a new 
order of things. The present world is 
interesting, challenging, full of de- 
lights, but it is also full of difficulties, 
diseases, disasters, decay, disobedience, 
death. There must be a new earth. 
Christ’s coming will be the signal for 
its introduction. The Lord Himself 
will accomplish the renewal for which 
creation under the bondage of sin now 
groans: omnipotence in grand display 
will be seen in new creating. 


What immediate application have 
these truths to our lives? In the 
language of Peter: seeing that all 
these things shall come to pass, what 
manner of persons ought we to be? 
How earnest as Christians we ought 
to be. How faithful, how obedient, how 
concerned to glorify God we ought to 
be. 


Our Master is coming back to earth 


some day. I don’t know when. You 
don’t know when. Nobody does. May- 
be in our lifetime He will come. Isn’t 
it a stimulus to faithful, Christian 
living to realize this? Ought we not 
to be stirred up to resolve that if the 
Lord comes in our time He will find 
us true to Him, at work for Him, 
earnestly serving Him? The Saviour 
put it that way in one of His parables. 
The servant was commanded by the 
Master about to go on a journey, “Do 
business until I come.” So the Lord 
Jesus speaks to you and me. 


Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 


* * * * 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 
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